EDTC 3123 Applications of Education Technologies


Choosing the Content for Your Instructional Unit
One of the main objectives of this course is for you to create a detailed instructional unit.  That means you’ll need to choose the topic for the unit you want to teach making sure it is appropriate to the age-group of your target audience.

In order to better understand the concept of “unit”, you’ll need to consider how  information breaks down into manageable chunks.  Do not assume that a “lesson” is one day of instruction.  Nor should you assume that one “lesson plan” will be accomplished in one day.   A lesson may take several days to complete depending upon the amount of time available to a teacher on a daily basis
· For secondary teachers, the daily time allotment may be 45-50 to 80-85 minutes (depending upon a traditional or block schedule).  

· For elementary teachers, the time available may be anywhere between 10-15 minutes and 35-45 minutes depending upon the grade level you’re teaching.  

Several lessons gathered together create a block of learning called a “unit”. 
How many lessons make up a unit?  That’s up to you, the teacher. 
What you’re expected to do for this course is create a “unit” made up of 3 lessons designed to teach a topic.  
Choosing a Topic

To paraphrase The Guardian Knight in Indiana Jones: The Last Crusade, “Choose wisely...“  You’ll be spending quite a bit of time working on this unit.  If you select a topic that doesn’t excite you, you’ll probably have no fun designing the instruction for that topic.  
Pre-Decision Activity
1. Once you think you’ve decided on something, spend some time determining what resources are available that will help you create the instruction.  Using the Internet, search both Edmon Low Library and the Williams Curriculum Materials Library (CML) for available resources.  http://www.library.okstate.edu 

2. Then, search the Internet!  Look for lessons plans already available which can help you with ideas and other information.  Check out

http://www.teachnet.com/lesson/

http://school.discovery.com/lessonplans/

http://www.lessonplanspage.com/

http://www.atozteacherstuff.com/

http://lessonplanz.com/

http://www.askeric.org/Virtual/Lessons/

http://teams.lacoe.edu/documentation/places/lessons.html

If you do not find ample, easily-accessible resources available, CHOOSE ANOTHER TOPIC and start over at number 1!

